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PsaLMs, LXXI¥. 2 


‘ 


David, in this book of Psalms lly speaks in the name ol 
the ch re h, and ex] s Ss the Vv - ] feely igs f the ne yple of 
God, under the various circumst $j hick they were placed.— 
Though they all professed to love God, and engaged to walk mh 

bedience tf his « mands, yet they 1 not always steadfast in 
his covenant ‘There were times when th f many waxed cold 
and 1 juity greatly prevailed { xh the nation. it appears to 
have been a day of veneracy, wh Dat composed this Psalm 
He laments that God had withd acious presence and in- 
fluence from his people, and suff ir enemies to unite in their 
counsels and exertions to dest In this low and languishing 


state of Zion, he realizes his v ess and the weakness of 
all created beings, at s to Llim, who alone is able to disap- 





point the hope of the wicked t the d e of the righteous, and 
accomplish a]l his own purpos¢ “A O God, plead thine own 
ause.’’? This was ft proper j uag i t peo] of God, un- 
ler their then present ‘cumstances And het we may justly 
lray . l co i tl {20 rea 
that the cause of Grod is « the w then they are pre- 
pared to look to God ina er 1 , to promote it. I shall, 

1. Consider what we are t erst i se of God. 

2. Consider when the { Godt that his cause is de- 
clining in the world 

3. Show, that when th ealize this, then they are prepared 
to look to him to pr mote if 

I. Let us consider what we are to understand by the cause of 
fzod ; 


It appears from this whole Psalm, that David is speaking 


of the 


church of God, and the cause of religion; and of consequence, it is 
vident, that by the cause of God.he means the c e of religion.— 
Hle begins the psalm with t ; pathetic lamentatio ““() God, why 
hast thou cast 1 { forever? why doth thine anger smoke against 


the sheep of thy pasture Re mber the congregation which thou 

hast purchase I ¢ ld: the rod of thine inheritanse which thou hast re- 

leemed; this mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt.””> The cause of 

Zion, or the cause of true religion, may be pr perly called the 
se of God, for two reaso 

Secause God is primarily icerned in true religion It im 
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mediately respects-him as the great object of it. All true 
essentialiy corsists in loving, obeying, and serving God. 

ject in forming rational creatur as, that th 


enjoy him. Ile has always been highly pleased with the 
in heaven, who have given him their s preme affection, ar 
ed in him as_their supreme yd. And the prayer of the upright 
this world, is his delicht. He its said to dwell in those who exe 
cise proper afiection tow him. **He that dwetleth in love dwell- 
in Ged, and God in him.’ All reliwious af ms centre in God 
who is the only proper object of supret », and religious homage. 
True religion directly tends please a ‘ y God. W 
men to love and | , | complete! 
the end of their | 
them. So that re 
arid values in thi 
thousand other t 
his interest. Hen 

2. It is so in an 
is seeking to promote, b: 
ture, providence and grace. 
sun to rise, the rains to fall, 
mote religion, he raises up : 
and directs all the couns 
purpose, he preserves the 
has formed all his vessels 
he origina! yu 
and remov 
now gover 


scheme wh 


us to himsell 


reconciliation, to wit, that G 


1: 99 ; ax 
unto himsell. > adds, **We th 


beseech you also that ye receive not th f God in vain.’ 
All that God is doit yy hin f or by the instrumentality of his 
creatures, he loing’ ncile m ind himself, and prepare 
them for his future and eternal kingdom. This is the cause which 
lies nearest his heart, and is the supreme object of all his operati 
in this lower world. Let us now en 

Il. When the peopl » of God realize tha ca is declinu 


35 


ry 


Though all relivion really lies in the he: ‘tthere are some ve 
vissible marks of both its increase and decline, but especially of the 
latter: for itis more easy to determine wh relivion is declinin 


; i hill ’ 


than when itis increasing. It appears many s to increase more 


than it really does; but if common); reases re than it appears 
to do, because men are apt to perform the externals of religion, af- 


i i ii aL 
ter they have lost the power and spirit of it. When it docs deeli 


however, there are commonly plain and convincing evidences of if 
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so that all the people of God may discover it,and lament it. Here 
then, it may be observed, 


} 


1. That the people ef God realize his cause to be declining, when 


the number of professors of religion is diminishing. This was vi8si- 
bly the case in the time of Elijah He was ready to imagine, that 


{ 
God had seareely a single servant left: which threw him into great 





case was the same in [saiah’s 
day. ‘In that day it shall come to pass, that the glory of Jacob 
shall be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh shall wax lean.— 
And it shall be as when the harvest man gathereth the corn, and 
reapeth the ears with his arm; and it shall be as he that gathereth 
ears in tne valley of Rephaii Yet gleaning grapes shall be left 
in it, as the shaking of an olive tree, two or three branches in the 
uppermost bough, four or five in fruitful branches there- 
of.”’> And again the same prophet says, ‘* Except the Lord of hosts 
had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as So 


darkness and despondency 


cs ’ ; wae 7 
dom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. The visible 
church, in various ages and parts of the world, has often eradually 





totally extinct. Where are the seven 
churches of Asia Where are m: oiher large and flourishing 
They are totally gone.— 
The same changes are now vissible. Some churches aré declining, 


while others are increasing. And wherever churches are diminished 





churches in other parts of the world 





innumber, there the cause of God is apparently declining, And 


’ 1 } 7 > 
wherever churches in general a ar to be ¢ wing less and less, 





the | le of God realize that | ause is decaying. So they do, 





2. When they observe that professors of 1 n are growing 
rent and inattentive to t means of #1 and the interests 
of religion When professors lose the spirit of the gospel, they 
often manifest it, by n electi the pt ylic wo! hip of Gaod, as well 
s by neglect { more } and secret duties of relizion.— 
When the ways of Zion mourn, and few attend her sacred instruc- 
tions, then the real friends of God look upon his cause as in a low 
and languishing state They know that these are marks of sad 
dec nsion 
; The p p! f God 1 { tr ! cause iS deci or. wuen 
oppositi to it is rapidly i sing While christians live agre¢ 
ably to the gospel, and their nun s are visibly increasing, the en- 
emies of religion give wa und hide r hea ce But 
when they imagine that professors ( and neeli- 
nt, they then a] ar ai pose with united courage and bold- 
ness. ‘They are not afraid t ak, as well as act t their feelings 
towards God, and all who pi ss to be his servants. They vainly 
hope to bear down Christ’s little flock, and themselves from all 
the painful restraints which the prevalence of religion never fails to 
lay up n them lt was the op} sition of the enemies of truth that 


ularmed the church in Dayid’s day, and made them realize t! 
lishing state of Zion They said unto God, ‘* Thine 


roar in the midst of thy cone tions; they set up their ensig 
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for signs. They said intheir hearts, Let us destroy them together; 
they have bi ned up all their synagogues in the land!’ A violent 
opposition to the gospel, and to the professors of it, gives the peo- 
ple of God to teniee the declining state of his cause. 


Espe cially when they find, 
4. That alle external means of promoting religion fail of suecess 
This has often been the case inthe world. Inseasons of declension, 
allthe outward and ordinary means of reforming, convincing, and 
converting sinners, prove entirely ineffectual. In the days of Noah, 
Job, and Daniel, they could save only their own souls, while all their 
exertions to save nl rs, were of no avail. In the context, David, 
in the name of the people of God, laments the inefficacy of the 
means of grace, as an awful token of the declining and dangerous 
state of religion, ‘*‘ We see not our signs; there is no more any 
prophet, neither is there among us any that knoweth how long, O 
God, how long shal! the adve rsary reproach? shall the enemy blas- 
pheme thy name forever??? When all the means used to reconcile 
sinners to God only serve to increase their enmity and oppo sition to 
him and to his cause, it is a sad token of the low and dangerous 
state of Zion; and the people of God cannot but realize that his 
cause is greatly declining. Sut, 

III. When they realize this, they are in a proper situation to ap- 
ply to God, and entreat him to rise and plead his own cause. For, 

They are sensible of their own weakness. They are too apt 
to feel able to take care of themselves, and of the cause of God, 
and imagine that their exertions will avail much. ‘This is especially 
the case after a revival of religion. ‘The young converts are per- 
suaded that they can bear down oppositi yn, convince gainsayers, and 
keep-the spirit of religion in their own hearts, and promote it effect- 
ually in the hearts of others. They are apt to think, that those 
who have been restrained, have lost their opposition to God, and 
will never dare to appear against God and his cause. And while 
they are exerting themselves to promote the salvation of sinners, 
they are apt to rely upon their own strength. But after all their 
exertions fail of success, andthe cause of God languishes, they be- 
gin to realize their own weakness, and find that all success depends 
upon a divine influence. And this token of their own weakness, 
prepares them to apply to God, with more ardent desires, that he 
would arise, that he would exert his effectual grace, in subduing the 
hearts of his enemies. 

2. In proportion as they realize the declining state of Zion, and 
their own insufficiency, they more sensibly realize the power of God, 
that he can wi rk, and none can let it. ‘They see and feel that all 
that has been done for themselves and others . has been done by God; 
and hence they believe that he can do every thing necessary to b 
done, to promote his own cause. They realize that God can overcom 
all the difficulties and obstacles which lie.in the way of building up 
his kingdom in the hearts of men. And according to their faith in 
the divine power and grace, they are prepared to call upon him to 





1831. Ser; 2) 


arise, and plead his own cause. 

and secondary causes, yet they confide 

of God, to render means and secondary causes successful. This is 
what they ought to feel and express, in order to seek in a proper 
manner for the influence of the divine spirit, for the edification of 


> 


saints, and the salvation of sinners. Besides, 

3. When they realize the declining state of religion, they are 
prepared to look to God to promote it as his cause, and not as their 
own. Religion directly tend » glory of God, and it ought to 
be desired for his sake le » being most de »ply concerned in 
the prosperity of Zion: an b r} prost ty tends to promote 
the happine ss of his pe ple, yet its ore at importar ce consists In 
its glorifying God, accomplishing his purposes, and afl yrding him in- 
finite satisfaction and delight. And when his people feel this im- 


pression iey are ‘epare ) ASK SO as to receive 


1. We learn from what | ) i id, why Ged so often suffers 
his caus lecline. t is not for w: * power—or the want of 
But to make it ap- 

remely upon himself— 


hat Paul can plant and Apollos water, but he alone can give the 


increase, 

2. We learn from what has been said, tl eat stupidity of 
saints, in not perceiving the cause of God », when it does. 
They are often like Ephraim, who had gi y hai here and there, 
but perceived it not.—They might see marks wihkin—and marks 
without, 

3. We learn from what has been said, that it is extremely crim- 
inal for the people of God to sink down in stupidity. This tends, 
more than any thing else to obstruct the cause of God: It isa 
cause for God to with his presence and influence from them, 


and from others. The “opi told God’: ancient people, “<The 
: ' . y , ' 1 
Lord is with you, whi e be with bim: but ye forsake him, he 


will forsake ye 

4, We learn from what has b said, th is great ground 
to fear that the people of God a at y in a state of great 
stupidity—and do not realize the ning state of his cause.— 
Though they may mal an tions— y are not successful— 
because they do not feel their ow kne and God’s sufficiency. 

5. We learn from what | ! id, that » 1s reason to 
fear still ereater declensior n this land—Sa r ralare not 
awake, 

6. It appears from what has been said, that the more saints re- 
alize the declining state of relivion, tl} Ss hey despair of its 
revival and final prevalence I y properly realize the state 
of religion, they will realize the pow ul hfulness of God to 
rise and plead his own caus 


7. We learn from what |] 





The Lying Spirit FEBRUARY 
There are no difficullies now insurmountable ~—Not. their own 
weakness—not their past neglect—not the opposition of sinners— 
But every thing calls upon them, to call upon God—And if they 
neglect, God will carry on his work without them. SENEX. 


For tHe Horxins1an MAGAZINE 
THE eae SPIRIT. 

Mr. Editor.—In the progress of the discussion between Enquirer 
and yourself on the s Ibject of Divine Agency, in the last volume of 
the Magazine, frequent recourse is had to the passage in [ Kings 
Chap. xxu. respecting the lying spirit which the Lord put in the 
mouth of Ahab’s vrophets. In all the critical and acute remarks 
made by you and your correspondent upon this passage, it is uniform- 
ly taken for granted, if I mistake not, that the transaction therein 


mentioned, actually occurred in the heavenly mansions. This trans- 


2 


action is thus described, verses 19——23 I saw the Lord silline on 
his throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him, on his right 
hand and on his left. {nd the Lord said, Who shall pe rsuade 
Ahab, that he may ‘£0 up an lf li at Ramoth-cwilead? And there 
came forth a spiru and sf vod befor the Loi l, and said I u ll Pp r- 
suade him. And the Lord said unlo him wherewith? And he said, 
I will go fi rik, and Iwill be a lyine spirit un the mouth of all his 
prophels, And he said, Thou shali persuade him, and prevail also: 

forth and do so Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put 
t lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the 
“ord hath sp ken evil concerning’ thee 

Sach is the prophe t’s d scription of what he saw. o not recol- 


ti 


lect what commentators have written on this passage, and I have 
not one at hand to consult; but the question arises in my mind whe- 


ther this is to be viewed as a narrative of facts which actually oc- 


‘ 


curred, or only a description of a viston presented to the imagination 


of the prophet, and designed to show him what God had done and 
was about to do? It seems to me, there are several reasons why we 


} c } ut . 
should suppose, that this is merely a description of what Micaiah saw 


i 
in a vision, and not a narrative of what actually took place: As, 
1. It was common for events to b Rape sented to the minds of 
the ancient prophets, by symbols. Ina kind of ecstacy or trance, 
objects were made to pass before the mental eye of ' 
which were meant to be signs of things and events 
place. These signs were not always understood b: 
himself until the t things signified by them a transpired. This ob- 
phecies, that they 
might not prevent their own fullillment. The prophet, the refore, 
simply, told what he saw in vision; - aving it to his hearers and to 
the events of Providence, to give the interpretation In this sym- 
belical style, most of the prophecies of: sacr ; seri} — 5 are deliver 


ed, and particularly those of Ezekiel, Danicl and ‘the Revelation 


scurity it is supposed, was thrown over the pro 





occasion referr- 


when the 


passage is removed by 


Mee : . lie 

yolical vision, instead of a hit- 
sented as offering his 
permission: and then it 


mouth of the prophets. 


sistency. But if we 


d simply to teack 


t 
Ahab, and 


ion, corres- 
if the pro- 
. , | 
Lord have 
d 

I 


upon him, 
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of Israel, in perfect consistency with the voluntary agency and erim- 
mality of the false prophets, and for the glory of his own great 
name PHILOBIBLOS. 


RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY 


Mr. Editor—I am induced to send you the following seasonable 
observations, extracted from a recent anonymous pamphlet, in con- 
sequence of seeing, in Dr. Wood’s Letters to Dr. Taylor, the fol- 
lowing expression, “I have an utter dislike to controversy,” and 
hearing it said, that at the late Anniversary at Andover, an agree- 
ment was made between the New-Haven divines and their oppo- 
nents, to suspend, for the present, all discussion of the points res- 


pecting which they differ. ALETHES 


EXTRACT. 

Amidst all the unpleasant things, especially of religious contro 
versy, there is one redeeming consideration. And that is, it great- 
ly promotes the discovery of truth. However much favorite theo- 
ries of human origin may suffer, the cause of truth has nothing to 
fear, but every thing to gain, by free and full investigation. And 
it is undeniable that thorough discussion, occasioned often by extra- 
vagant theories, has been a distinguished means in the hands of 
Providence, of preserving the knowledge of pure christian doctrine, 
and of giving it its appropriate influence in the world. Men are so 
averse to mental eff ort, particularly on religious subjects, that they 
are ready to take for ‘grante d, almost any thing that is plausible, 
and choose rather to depend on others to investigate for them, than 
be subjected to the labor of doing it for themselves. And were no 
special interest excited by diversity of opinions, there is danger that 
mankind, being all of one language in this respect, would unite _ 
some Babel of error, and lose, through mere indolence, all kno 
edge of the truth. 

How far this self-same danger may now threaten our religious 
community, is a question of great importance. The time was when 
such authors as Edwards and Bellamy, Flavel and Baxter, were 
more read by the body of ministers and professed christians in our 
land, than they are at present. And there is cause of serious ap- 
prehension for the consequences to the church, of substituting the 
ephemeral vehicles of religious news for the substantial productions 
of sound and discriminating writers; and especially of substituting 
them,-as we fear is often the fact, for the diligent and prayerful 
study of the Hory Scrirrures. ‘The soul, any more than’ the bo- 
dy, will not gain vigor from the light sustenance of pastry or con 
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fectionary. It must have solid food, or it will become stationary 
in childish umbecility. 

‘To what extremes this indolence and dissipation on religious sub- 
jects would proceed, were it not prevented by an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, it is impossible to calculate. But certain it is, that some of 
the most direful heresies and schisms which have ever infested the 
visibie church, have had their origin in such a state of things. And 
it is equally certain that these evils have, in some instances at 
least, been prevented or removed by the excitement of a spirit of 
controversy. Thus Paul reasoned, “‘ there must be also heresies 
among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest 
among~you.”’ And there is no reason to doubt that the vagaries of 
Pelagius, Socinus and Arminius, have been the occasion of a more 


thorough understanding of the truth, bv leading its friends to clo- 


i Ak 


ser examination. But for these, and the world might never have 


} 


enjoyed the lucid exhibition of ev: ical doctrine from the pens 
of Augustine, of Calvin and of Edwards. And as the Holy Spirit 
sanctifies men by th th, it sasonable to suppose, that relig- 
ious controversy Is ie whole, caleulated to promote vital re- 
ligion. Controversy, then, ought not to be regarded as in all ca- 
ses hostile to true religion for as human nature is, controversy 
may become absolutely necessary to the preservation of vital godli- 
ness, and therefore be the indispensible duty of all its friends 
And he who keeps his eye steadily fixed on his Bible, amidst all 
the conflicts of human opinion, will find not or ly that the cause of 
trath in 
ted, an 


eneral is safe, but that his own growth in grace is promo- 


that those concussi ich prevent the stagnation of th 


religious atmosphere, will al hin ) eatl 


a purer alr. 


F) 


REGENERATION—NO 


The commencement of holiness in lly depraved man has ofte; 
been called a supernatural work of e grace. In this position, 


what is the definite import of the term s1 valural? Is it, that 


irai: 

this change, from sin to holiness, is produced by the power « f God >- 
Though this is a truth which cai reasonably be controverted, 
it is not properly expresed by pithe pernalural. God 
the first supreme cause of 
events. 

Is the import this, that th 
is direct and immediate 


rect. Does not the 
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mentality of truth? Suchisthe plain tepre 
Dut granting divine influence in the change to 


diale, to express such influence by cal 


i 


proper use of the term. Are not cont 


immediat 


by calling their 
Is the mean I 

lablished laws in t! 
Does not God recla 
himself upon the san 
tional creatures and 
motives 
that the conversions among men a 
uncommon, and not SUpPET NK tural, is th 
In the time of the millenium all 
Is the change any more sup 
period? Let the meaning of 
be what it may, if the thin 
perceived, that the w 
hose who thus ap} 
This term 1n its 


ip rnalural, it is mirac ulous 
conversion of man from sin to holiness, 
or supernatural than Adam’s 
of this term to conv: 
nister to tell his impen: 
coming holy 1: pernatural work of 
to communicate incorrect impres hat they have 
abilities to become y, but are under a_ physical nec¢ 
tinuine in sin, that their excuses for de! 


sonable, « iat they must wait G 


W 
to be banished fro: 
publications. The truth and whole 
ation can be expressed in more Scriptural, definite propriate lan- 


ave HILLALETHI 





Tracnuen, Edi- 
n his Sermon, we copy 
ik for themselves, 


bting that they 


preach. 
igte to the occa- 
d. On the eve- 
, the Monthly 
ing’, the present 
present and heard 
In the course of 
plain as to be 


} } 


' ‘ 
| ir 


ve been very unk 


from the manne 


ln and 
ish, MW agreca 
thus denounced 


people can 
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prayer of faith ” Jt has become a popular sentiment with many, 
in ditierent parts of the country, that, if God’s people “pray wm 
faith,” for any particular object, their prayer will certainly be an- 
swered, wm the particular thing requesied. It is supposed, for ex- 
ample, that if any two persons agree to pray for the conversion of 


an individual impenitent sinner, and pray in faith, that sinner aril 


certainly be converted So of any other particular, in view of which 


their prayers may be 

Sut this sentiment embraces t oTos surdities, and i 
a thousand others, It suppose place, that we 
right to pray for spiritual favors ithout submission; that is, 
have a right to demand of God a al mercy, and that God 
has no right to withhold it. Thi " idea, leed, has been openly 
avowed, by those who have ady “th of faith.”’ 
They have plainly asserted, t 


in submission, for spiritual mere This, how r, is grossly in- 


consistent, and dire« tly yntr the scriptures ‘The very tc rm, 
prayer, supposes s thmission. ect rily pposes that we have 
no clam to the favor req Ve: r vo to a debtor, and 
pray him to pay us what is ju ly our . The creditor, in this 
case, assumes the right to deme he other hand, the be 
gar is supposed to pray or b. hk, on the grour iat he has no} 
or legal elain. Prayer, therefore, i: es submission, on 
ground, that the person supplicated has the right to withhold the 
vor requested; or, in other words, at he has the perfe 
‘do what he will with his own.’ Ac 
scriptures, to pray, ‘*Zhy will be done 
poral, or for spiritual f 

In the second | 
poses, that we certainly know what 
divine g! ry for G d to bestow 
we pray in faith, for the co 
tainly know that it is m ‘ol glory for God 
vert and save that! ividual Sinner, ra r that ther But how 
do we kuow this, s ng : ver and saves sinners fot 
his own sake, or from a eral his own glory? We do 
not know it from the Bible | has, indeed, informed us, in the 
Bible, that it is for his glory to con and ‘ ry great multi 
i ide of the human race, But he has 
nor can we learn, from any part of 
vine glory for God to convert and sav 
whom we are disposed to pray, rathe: 
know, by inluilton, that God has designed, 01 
to convert and save thjs individual sini 
to pray, rather than another, { ] 


, 1 
It is evident, that we have 
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inturtion, 
Grod to convert 
revelation. God has 
formed us, that it is for 
vidual sinner, for whom w 


what particula 


} 
and sa 


ve. 


other, for whom we may n 
But, if we do not 
ammediatle 


know 
re velation from ? 
this individ 


impossible for us to know 


for him to sav 


The modern notion ¢ 
what is directly cont 
i and fatal 


capbeero 
ld 
would 


iS 
which time 
deed, re if encol 


the 


Pe rsevere 


irs 
conversion 
mce. 


pray with the « 


for his own Siahre 
sh ) ld, in all our pt 
for any other object, ex 
pose 1 t ) Sav, 

Such ar 
to which c 
comment; h ping 


r 


not fail to favor 


ject, which we 


lification, and ‘the 


ANSWER 


We 


agree with th 


1 dependence 


countability and « 


degree, re specting the 
j 


some 


that sin is the s ip 


m evi 


but because it the 


od.— We suppose 


& 


tends to occasi 


yn infinite 


inishment, is indelible, 


It was qu 
ment that (god is the 
consistent with the 


auth 


Answer toa Q 
r sinners, it is for the divine glory 


not sf 


mis giory 


oprnos 
fi 


sin deserv: 


an 


ried in the June Magazine of 1805, 


salvation of the elect being 


39 


Cuesiion, 


ior 
Nor do we know this by unmediale 
oken, in a voice from heaven, and in- 

to convert and save éhis indi- 
agree to pray, rather than an- 
+ avree 


from the 


s 


may 


therefore, em 
ares the way for 


le and 


rse. 


many 
practice, but 
sco VW e have, in- 
to pray for 
at inportunily and 

should 


Saves sinners 


bound 
us, that we 
and 
is g ry, we 

of si ers, or 


ubmission, and be dis- 


the obnoxi 


us inference, 

pon which wemdérbear to 
iven us encouragement, he will 
remarks upon this important sub- 
both for our 


Dy wn 


write! 


differ fro 


from hi 
We sunt 


rl 
ts tendency merely, 


the 


but are obliged to m in 


evtl and the desert of sir ose 


not 


On 


ch 1s 


supre me 
, not because it 
rt of 


} 
aes 


or 


— Edior 


the sent: 


»s of sinners, 


to free 


how 
1s 


vil exercis 
attributed 


of th 


ay 


grace, and the destruction of sinners to their wilful impenitency 


It will easily be seen 


that if sinners, 


} 


1 } 
ry their Wi kedness, can 





89 nswer to a Q eslion. 
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183. Wiccellaneous Articles. 


would be blameable only fopgythe exercises themselves; not fo: 
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Terms of this publr aio, & ‘ FEBRUARY. 


RHETORICAL ZADING. 

Too often thecross of @hrist ig rem@@red of none effect, through 
the vain affectation of the preacher to recommend it by the studied 
graces Of élocition, or the ostentatious power of learning and philos- 
ophy. Thus its edge is blunted, its convincing plaimness is 
obscured, its genuine beauty and glory are tarnished:—The preach- 
er has his»worthiess reward, in human applause, or useless pop- 
ulatity. “The spirit of God disdains to set his seal to the word 
preached; it proves the mere shadow of a feast, at which the guests 
are starved; and an amusing display of inginuity, instead of an as- 
sault on the strong holds of Satan by the power of divine truth. 


Dr. Scorr. 


TERMS OF THIS PUBLICATION. 


1. Eighteen Numbers of 16 Octavo pages each, will be issued 
in a year, one and two a Month, alternately, making, in two years, a 
Volume of 576 pages. 

2. The price is $1. a year, in advance, or $1 25, after three 
months. 

3. Agents have every seventh copy gratis. 

4. Notice of discontinuance to be given one month before the 
close of a year. 

5. It is expected, that Letters to the Publishers, and Editor, 
will be post paid. 


Postace—-The same as on Religious and other Papers. 


Bcj7>Payment in advanee would be acceptable to the Printers, and 
is found by experience to be less burdensome to Subscribers. 


SCOTT’S FAMILY BIBLE, with critical Votes and practical Obser 
vations, in 6 Octavo vols. —Price 13 dollars—For sale at No. 5, Market 
Square, by BREWER & WILCOX 


Tue Turee First Votumes or rue Horxinsian MAGAZINE, 
ether Half-bound, orin Boards, may be had, entire, or in single volames, 
at very reduced prices, at the Book-store of 

: HUTCHENS & SHEPARD, 
First door West of the Bridge, Providence. 
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MARSHALL §& HAMMOND, No. 12, Market-Square, Providence, R. 1 
will execute orders of any amount for Book ann Jon Prinvina, in aneat 
manner, with promptness, and on reasonable terms. 


Providence, Feb. 1881. 





